
  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the minison zine 
The Minison Project



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© all our wonderful, respective authors  



 

issue 12 index 

ASIAN MYTHS: 

Regina Jade ................................................................................................................................ ................................. 4 

Ankur Jyoti Saikia ................................................................................................................................ ..................... 6 

Pramod Subbaraman ................................................................................................................................ .............. 8 

Oormila Vijayakrishnan Prahlad ....................................................................................................................... 9 

Sanjana Ramanathan ................................................................................................................................ ........... 10 

 

GREEK MYTHS: 

Sadie Maskery ................................................................................................................................ ......................... 13 

Alison Bainbridge ................................................................................................................................ .................. 14 

Arden Hunter ................................................................................................................................ .......................... 15 

Ankur Jyoti Saikia ................................................................................................................................ .................. 16 

Sanjana Ramanathan ................................................................................................................................ ........... 17 

Elizabeth Bates ................................................................................................................................ ....................... 18 

Roxie Geering ................................................................................................................................ .......................... 19 

Regina Jade ................................................................................................................................ ............................... 20 

Arden Hunter ................................................................................................................................ .......................... 21 

Shelly Jones ................................................................................................................................ .............................. 22 

Kira Gardiner ................................................................................................................................ .......................... 24 

Sadie Maskery ................................................................................................................................ ......................... 25 

Rose Menyon Heflin ................................................................................................................................ .............. 26 

Wren Donovan ................................................................................................................................ ........................ 27 

Josh Morgan ................................................................................................................................ ............................. 28 

Rick Hollon ................................................................................................................................ ............................... 29 

Shelly Jones ................................................................................................................................ .............................. 30 

Charlie D’Aniello ................................................................................................................................ .................... 31 

 



 

MYTHS FROM OTHER CULTURES AND PARTS OF THE WORLD: 

Ruth Callaghan do Valle ................................................................................................................................ ...... 33 

Alan Bern (PHOTO) ................................................................................................................................ .............. 34 

Allison DeDecker ................................................................................................................................ ................... 35 

Lorelei Bacht ................................................................................................................................ ........................... 36 

Arden Hunter ................................................................................................................................ .......................... 39 

Alan Bern (PHOTO) ................................................................................................................................ .............. 40 

Roxie Geering ................................................................................................................................ .......................... 41 

Allison DeDecker ................................................................................................................................ ................... 42 

Wren Donovan ................................................................................................................................ ........................ 43 

H. E. Casson ................................................................................................................................ .............................. 44 

Derek Roper (PHOTO) ................................................................................................................................ ......... 45 

H.E. Casson ................................................................................................................................ ............................... 46 

Alicia Cara ................................................................................................................................ ................................. 47 

Wren Donovan ................................................................................................................................ ........................ 48 

Rose Menyon Heflin ............................................................................................................... ............................... 49 

Karin Hedetniemi (PHOTO) ..............................................................................................................................  50 

H. E. Casson ................................................................................................................................ .............................. 51 

Rose Menyon Heflin ................................................................................................................................ .............. 52 

  



 

 

 



 

  



 

  



6 | P a g e  
 

Click Click Goes the Loom 
        After The Crane Wife 

 

Click click goes 

The weaving loom. 

My wife is making 

Wondrous cloths 

To trade for rice. 

 

But she lets none 

Watch her at work. 

 

So today I peeked 

And found a crane 

Sewing feathers. 

 

I begged her: “Stay.” 

But she took wing 

And left me alone, 

A crane’s widower. 

 

Regina Jade 
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To The Magpies 
        After The Cowherd and The Weaver Girl 

 

The magpies come 

Once a year to be a 

Bridge for me and 

You, star and land, 

Heavenly weaver 

And earth herder. 

 

The magpies come 

Once a year to let 

Us reunite again. 

 

When they depart 

The golden river 

Will separate us. 

Til the next time 

The magpies come. 

 

Regina Jade 
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Somanatha 

 

The 

renouncing 

Lord 

balancing 

universe 

restores 

form 

of 

biased 

lover 

Moon 

cursed 

by 

Progenitor 

Ankur Jyoti Saikia 

 

***** 

 

Daksha, the Progenitor had 27 daughters (representing 27 constellations of Hindu 

astronomy) married to Chandra, the Moon God. Chandra was biased towards Rohini. The 

other's complained to their father of the loveless marriage. Daksha informed him of his duties 

towards all wives should be equal. Chandra disobeyed, Daksha cursed him to wither away. 

Daksha's youngest daughter, Sati was in love with Shiva, the Renounced God. Chandra, Rohini 

and his other wives along with Sati performed penance. Shiva consented to restructure 

Chandra after Daksha's curse makes him invisible. This becomes a cyclic process - the Lunar 

phases. Further, Shiva accepted Chandra as a head ornament and became Somanatha, the 

Lord of Soma or Chandra. It is believed that this penance was performed at the site presently 
known as Somanatha temple and located at Gujarat, India.  



9 | P a g e  
 

Shiva-Shakti 

 

Every 

epoch 

is 

a 

cycle 

of 

your 

transformation 

and 

my 

longing 

until 

our 

reunion 

 

Ankur Jyoti Saikia 

 

 

 

***** 

 

Shiva and Shakti are the cosmic couple representing male and female attributes, the 

attributes of Time and Energy, respectively.  At the beginning of every creation cycle, Brahma 

the Creator God requests them to separate for the creation to manifest. They separate only to 

unite again as Shiva and Sati. But destiny leads to self-immolation of Sati. She returns again 

as Parvati while Shiva engages in penance. This cycle continues. Shakti further has to 

manifest as Matsyakanya, Mhalsa, Kumari, etc. as per local Hindu myths.  
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Sri Rama’s Number 

 

Number fourteen 

Sri Rama knows it 

Hindu Mythology 

Westerners read 

religious facts 

our history told 

and re-told again 

Fourteen letter 

poem they want it 

Curtail Valmiki? 

not tried before 

rules are for you 

not for the lords 

a fourteen liner 

Pramod Subbaraman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***** 

 

The great Indian epic Ramayana has as its central theme the fourteen year exile of Rama with 

his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana. 
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Proof 

 

Refuse to step on 

the pyre, oh Queen, 

to clarify to men 

your chastity. To 

endure this fire 

is a insult to you, 

Earth’s daughter. 

Your word should 

suffice, your set 

heart aplenty. If 

not, turn away now 

The Earth is open - 

it wants no proof 

of purity or love. 

Oormila Vijayakrishnan Prahlad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***** 

 

Based on Sita’s Agni-Pariksha or “trial by fire” to prove her chastity, in the Indian myth The 

Ramayana. 
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sita’s fire trial 

 

agni’s kind hands 

Sanjana Ramanathan 
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lavinia 

 

fire catches her 

regal dark locks, 

turns soot black 

hair to flames on 

an altar built by 

a maiden’s terror. 

an ash crown made 

by divine embers — 

a godly prophecy. 

through a veil of 

smoke, a pleading 

cry burns bright: 

must halos be lit 

with war torches? 

Sanjana Ramanathan 
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Then Theseus Came 

 

Minotaur is glum. 

It is always dark 

in the Labyrinth 

depths. He misses 

sunbeams, smiles 

and the warmth of 

his mother. “Do not 

leave this place,” 

the king told him. 

“I will bring you a 

toy, a mask shaped 

like a bull’s head.” 

“But who will play 

with me? I’m lonely.” 

Sadie Maskery 
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Hands in the dark; 

sweat-damp hair. 

Warnings fall in 

dark spaces: don’t 

look, turn off the 

light, close your 

eyes. Always obey. 

 

Curiosity kills. 

 

Shadows cast the 

worst illusions; 

love fails in the 

night. So, strike a 

match. Disobey. No 

man is worth your 

giving up the sun. 

 

 

Alison Bainbridge 

Eros and Psyche 
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Narcissus Water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arden Hunter 
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Initiation 

 

So 

you 

plan 

to 

rise 

from 

ashes? 

 

Welcome 

to 

the 

clan 

of 

Phoenix! 

 

Enchanté! 

 

 

Ankur Jyoti Saikia 
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feeding time 

 

each bitter hiss 

of her hair fills 

the air, sticking 

there — a dry death 

rattle to battle 

with rolled eyes. 

patience, my pets. 

medusa picks out 

a cowering snack 

by its brown tail, 

her eyes averted; 

her sweet snakes 

digest white fur 

more easily than 

whole ivory mice. 

Sanjana Ramanathan 
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Echo Ever After 

 

I sent my voice to 

resound through 

the forest where 

it landed on your 

ear, Narcissus. As 

the hunt was on to 

source my echoes 

I played a game of 

reverberation. A 

trick ‘n eventual 

tiring. A reveal ‘n 

assumed crying; I 

cried for you had 

broken up my song. 

Elizabeth Bates  
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Persephone Anew 

 

Red pomegranate 

So tempting, risk 

Recompense, love 

Reward, enthrone 

The fate, worth it 

 

6 moons too brief   

Nary enough time 

To linger beside 

Dwelling in sync 

Love consummate  

 

Perhaps a moment 

Just one further                    

Stolen together  

Fore springtime 

Roxie Geering 
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Take Heed 
        After Cassandra of Troy 

 

What use is sight 

If none take heed? 

Apollo gifted me 

But only my sight. 

My mouth remains 

A babbling brook 

Always a mockery 

And never heeded. 

 

What use is truth 

When none listen? 

Our doom sails in 

My words rush out 

But I am despised 

And never heeded. 

Regina Jade 
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Furies 

 

A flurry of furies fly 

Through whipping winds 

Ready to raise revenge 

Upon you 

Arden Hunter 
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The Perfect Wife 

 

Does he remember 

the color of eyes, 

true Apollo blue, 

before they shut 

for the last time? 

A life prolonged, 

trading her time 

for his, escaping 

Death’s clutches 

for now. Alcestis, 

the perfect wife, 

gives of herself 

only for Admetus: 

a Herculean task. 

Shelly Jones 
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Arachne & Athena 

 

Two rivals of the 

loom: one skilled 

mortal, the other 

O! Goddess, Athena. 

Shuttles duel as 

warp and weft sew 

enmity, jealousy. 

Athena hides her 

frayed selvedge, 

savagely severs 

Arachne’s fabric: 

her biased scene 

of divine infamy, 

web of woe undone. 

Shelly Jones 
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Narcissus 

 

framed by petals 

swimming in pool 

a face too divine 

cannot turn away 

sweetest of lips 

a pursed rosebud 

my own green eyes 

luring me closer 

a breeze beckons 

I remain planted 

never to abandon 

holy reflection 

here until death 

blooms into life 

Kira Gardiner 
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Oh Perseus 

 

“A pulchritudity 

finer than Hera’s” 

is not a boast she 

should have made. 

Poor Andromeda, a 

stupid mother is 

the least of your 

worries now. They 

shackle you with 

chains - so dainty 

a morsel for a sea 

monster’s tea. (Tho 

krakens are only 

gods’ puppets too.) 

Sadie Maskery 
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Charybdis Swirls 

 

Charybdis spins 

Swirling boldly 

Scylla is hungry 

Wayward eddying 

Swirling boldly 

So deeply inside 

Too inescapable 

Swirling boldly 

Incredibly wild 

Gods displeased 

Swirling boldly 

Ideals shredded 

Endless weeping 

Swirling boldly 

Rose Menyon Heflin 
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Persephone Song 

 

Demeter cries as 

winter slumbers 

over olive trees 

over grapevines 

under steely sky 

we swallow tears 

remembering our 

underworld lady 

whose gemstones 

shine forgetful 

Lethe waters run 

pomegranate red 

Bat-winged angel 

You are our queen 

Wren Donovan 
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Time Theft 
        After the myth of Eos and Tithonus 

 

Time 

       loves 

one 

    direction 

                              

I 

grievously  

watched 

it 

 

tick 

      your 

heart 

 

           forward 

 and 

 

away 

 

 

Josh Morgan 
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Alcyone and Ceyx 

 

Their bold crime 

was nothing less: 

a love beyond the 

grasp of the gods. 

No cruel affairs, 

toying with your 

perishable kind. 

Hera knew no such 

love in Zeus’ hall. 

Sacrilege? Death. 

But they love yet, 

a gentle shelter. 

Kingfisher joys 

soothe the storm. 

Rick Hollon 

  



32 | P a g e  
 

For my Narcissus 

 

My cursed tongue 

repeats his plea 

begging to be his, 

my face framed by 

soft fingertips. 

But his gaze awry 

fixes on another 

beckoning below 

the murky waters. 

Now my tears drop 

on golden petals 

as I remember him, 

my voice wilting: 

misery unspoken. 

Shelly Jones 
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the fates 

 

what did you gain 

from my teary eye 

that would not’ve 

survived a smile? 

was it the breath 

caught helpless 

amid my throat or 

how i shook like a 

leaf in the rain, i 

cannot erase you 

 

you, my plural foe, 

my character arc 

you, a collection 

of trauma frames. 

 

Charlie D’Aniello 
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Iara: war & water 

 

stories like the 

Amazon swirling 

worlds apart but 

flowing by turns 

sweet then salty 

Iara, warrior of 

renowned beauty 

courage and mind 

overcomes those 

who ambushed her 

now transformed 

a vengeful siren 

her beauty would 

nearly cause her 

own death and now 

calls men down to 

embrace theirs. 

Ruth Callaghan do Valle 

 

 

 

 

***** 

 

Iara, also spelled Uiara or Yara, is a figure from Brazilian mythology based on ancient Tupi 

and Guaraní mythology. 
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Mictlāntēcutli, Alan Bern 

(after Aztec folklore) 
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Lament of the Old Man’s Daughters 
        After Manabush and the Origin of Fire, from the Menominee Nation 

 

how could we know 

the white rabbit 

curled cowering 

between the ribs 

of the canoe was a 

god in dandelion 

down, that he came 

to snatch a bloom 

of the sun for his 

own garden, share 

the seedlings to 

warm the bones of 

mankind, scatter 

night’s children? 

Allison DeDecker 
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Golem 1 

 

I baked my hurt in 

the shape of a man. 

I wrote a command 

on his head. I said: 

breathe and walk 

and make happen. I 

don’t know why, but 

I did. – Can you hear 

it? The clay giant  

goes thump, thump,  

punching houses  

to bits. I’m afraid  

I’ve made a big, big 

mistake… Now what? 

Lorelei Bacht 
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Golem 2 

 

why do I why do I do 
this? could there  

be a mark here? who 
made me made me do 

these things? why 
do I walk and walk  

and punch houses  
open and consume 

villagers when I 
want only sleep? I 

I do not seem to be  
able to stop this 

destruction. who 
 

made me a machine?  

Lorelei Bacht 
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Golem 3 

 

you called me, now  
feed me your soup,  

your black bread, 
beet, your spoons, 

table and chairs, 
walls, doorframe, 

roof. – I may not be a  
real boy yet, but I 

am taller than my 
parents’ house: up 

to the clouds and  
larger than. I eat, 

eat, eat: my father,  
my mother, the sun. 

 

 

Lorelei Bacht 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***** 

 

In the Jewish folklore, a Golem is an anthropomorphic creature made from mud and given a 

command which he usually obeys literally, often leading to catastrophic consequences. These 

three poems present different takes on the Golem: as a metaphor for unforeseen 

consequences, as a victim of trans-generational psychology, as an individual striving to free 

himself.   
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My Banshee 

 

My banshee loves 

to scream with me. 

Our hair whips up 

as winds from our 

secrets startle. 

We scream from an 

old place of hurt, 

scream until our 

hearts are light. 

Nobody dies when 

they hear our cry, 

as this melody is 

meant only for us. 

Scream on, my love.  

Arden Hunter 
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our hearts’ lore, Alan Bern 
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Tam Lin Abridged  

 

Once here Tam Lin 

away with the fae 

Caught the fancy 

Of herself, queen 

Mab the alluring 

Captured on whim  

Constant Tam Lin 

 

Ev’ry seven years 

tithe coming due 

Will it now be him? 

Pale equine ride 

Easy to spot, save 

Rescued for love 

Removed from fae 

 

Roxie Geering 
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Isis’ Promise 
        After the story of Isis and Osiris, from Ancient Egypt 

 

I will gather the 

shattered bones, 

 

reconstruct the 

architecture of 

 

your form. Take my 

needle; join torn 

 

sinews to frayed 

flesh, return all 

 

stolen organs to 

their cases. Then 

 

breathe you back, 

tearing you from 

 

the tomb and into 

my arms once more. 

 

Allison DeDecker 
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For Egyptian Nut 

 

Beneath her blue 

body spangled in 

stars we sleep to 

remember dreams 

of death and life 

rain over a river 

Gentle Mother of 

night who arches 

over each birth of 

day then cradles 

bandaged bodies 

in coffin sleep 

Smile on my folly 

bless my sojourn 

Wren Donovan 
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ra was the sun god 

 

wars gnashed out 

endows thru saga 

 

gaunter shadows 

as roughest dawn 

H. E. Casson 
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White Ship, Derek Roper 
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heroes villains 

 

hello naive sirs 

haloes in silver 

ah livelier sons 

 

his linear loves 

reveal his loins 

ah lovelier sins 

H. E. Casson 
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The Punishment 

 

I’d give anything 

For one illusion 

Or another trick 

A cruel joke, a lie 

But I can’t unpick 

This like I could 

With the threads 

Can I forgive you 

As the bowl fills 

Venom’s dripping 

You’re screaming 

Grounds shaking 

My hands blister 

Our sons the rope 

Alicia Cara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***** 

 

The myth the poem references is the punishment of Loki; after the death of Balder and the 

final event which brings about Ragnarok. After seeing Loki bound with the guts of their 
children, his wife Sigyn stays by his side collecting the venom of the snake placed above him. 
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Prayer to Brigid 

 

Awake red mother 

tree-fire healer 

mistress of poet 

and smith, a flame 

in the wood, fiery 

ruler of my heart 

ignite my throat 

my tongue of fire 

rise verse resin 

blood in my voice 

furnace for word 

solace and blade 

Give to me, My Lady, 

I honor your heat 

Wren Donovan 
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Tradition Be Damned 

 

The winged demon 

Is borne of death 

Of feathery bird 

And whirring bee 

And a deep hatred 

 

The torrid dream 

Everyone has had 

When on our knees  

Of old damnation 

Warring angrily 

 

Such a mad moment 

As we go toe-to-toe 

With entrenched, 

Loved tradition 

Rose Menyon Heflin 
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A Modern Stonehenge, Karin Hedetniemi 
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my creation myth 

 

ye mythic 

           matron 

city torn 

         mayhem 

city mother 

 many 

met 

thy acrimony 

momentary 

 itchy 

H. E. Casson 
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The Mt. Horeb Trollway 

 

Small Mt. Horeb, WI -  

With many trolls 

With vital roles 

And motorcycles. 

Both stand guard 

On quiet streets. 

History exhales, 

Trying at memory, 

At the many myths, 

At lore of Norway, 

At timelessness, 

At the stillness, 

Rose Menyon Heflin 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


